114.   GOVERNMENTS CIVILITY
There is advantage in seeing the virtues even of an enemy.
There certainly is goodness in it. But a complacent person who
believes that the enemy can have no virtue will invite defeat.
The Government knows that there is the possibility of a real
struggle in Bardoli. The Collector, therefore, has issued an "ex-
planation", which is interesting. The Government could have
called it a "notification", instead of giving it the civilized title of
"explanation". It has, however, chosen to offer an "explanation"
to the people. There cannot be greater civility even in the
bulletin of the Provincial Congress Committee than is to be found
in this "explanation". The very arguments advanced are those
which a non-co-operator would use.
The explanation is signed by "H, B. Shivdasani". He is, of
course, one of us. It should not be surprising if he has issued
such a courteous explanation on his own initiative. Indian officers
would not be doing anything extraordinary if, though servants of
the Government, they learn to be civil.
If, however, the language of the explanation has been chosen
by an English officer, and deliberately, I regard the fact as an
important change and as an auspicious beginning for our
struggle. It is not a small thing that both the parties can fight,
standing firm on their ground and yet with courtesy and without
ceasing to be civilized. We would like such a fight to go on for
ever. Our poets showed their culture in their descriptions of even the
battles between Rama and Ravana. They have depicted Man-
dodari1 as a virtuous wife. After Meghnada's2 death, Ramachandra
gave all facilities desired by Sulochana3. Valmiki4, the father of
poets, as also the devotional poet Tulsidas5, have unreservedly
praised the tapasckarya of Ravana and others.
It is my ambition that we should fight such a civilized war*
No other manner of fighting will become a non-co-operator. In-
civility is a kind of violence. As long as we, who profess to be
under the pledge of non-violence, remain bound by that pledge,
1 Ravana's wife
2Ravana*s son
3 Meghnada's wife
4 Author of the first Ramayana
5 Author of the Ramacharitamancua in Hindi